‘ wege i RO Box6388 Lo e
SR | * ", Grand Rapids, Mlohlgan
e FO“ﬂd&.thl’l ey a 49516-6388

: :..!, ,.-"”,'-“, _'.‘ | 'Iblephone T
| Lo T 616.959.0480 o

o Aygust8,2006, 7 ot Ll s

;~'

C TheHonorableVomonEhlers R e
CAou L 114 LongworthHouse OfﬁceBulldmg de S G e

~ ;'US HouseofRepresentattves T T AP

. Washifiglon, DE20S1S,. © * v | ) e T

N ;DearVem ' ,'. . . ;.; o } ',}," _' " _' A :,_ ’
s I recently Wrote 10 fOnner Presxdent Ford; mformmg hnn about"the He.ahhg Our Watets—Great o
Lakes: Coalitior and your leadersmp folé in. the: Congress oh Gredt Lakes ‘restora’tion fthought
... You would. enJ oy seeing the Président’s response, which I've enclosed, espocmlly Liis yery. kind
‘Wwords about you. Please feel ﬁeo to share this letter w1th yOur colleagues and ‘others. work1ng on
" this lmportantproject ST e i

: ax
-

. . 'Thanks, agam, for your outstandmg Ieadershlp m Workmg to protect and restore the Great Lakes o : ,:

o "":‘_.}... N Smcel‘el}' yours , I . ‘\ _., .

L. PEtE M Wege, e oo . ;.‘ " cE

A} N I'_ v Al
. - v e 'll A, et . -
LT N S : s R T A T
| TN -ty : g 4 . B RFHE O . S ;
. .Entl: " TLetter from President Gerald R. Ford- @ - i\ . . .0 .07
‘. .
. ' . ! .
. 1 EN .
. e
w . s h .
' | < . "
- r . .
v w9 ' ! . .
' : ' L . « -
" R ‘. : M ’ .
d * Lo .‘ ¢
. . : g . i
. . . R
. . - . 4 ! N \ ,
. >, s o s ) . .
RN L , i .
L N
. l‘
- , )
: N



GERALD R. ForD
July 26, 2006

Dear Peter:

Thank you for your letter updating me on the pending initiative to restore the
Great Lakes and on the “Healing Our Waters Coalition” you founded. I
appreciate the leadership you and the Wege Foundation are providing on this
critically important issue.

Like you, with our shared roots in West Michigan, I understand the national
and international importance of the Great Lakes. The Great Lakes sustain the
economies of eight states, provide drinking water for millions of people, are a
wonderful recreational resource and, of course, are renown for their natural
beauty. The Great Lakes have enriched my life as they have so many others
and I share your commitment to restoring and protecting them for our
children’s and grandchildren’s future,

I also share your vision that restoring the Great Lakes must be a collaborative .
effort between governments at all levels, businesses, and citizen’s groups. And
I'm pleased to learn that another long-time friend from West Michigan, Vern
Ehlers, is leading efforts in Congress to bring needed federal attention and
resources to this cause. It’s a great team you’ve helped assemble to restore the
Great Lakes. Please convey to all of them my thanks and my best wishes.

Sincerely,

Lt R %ol

" Peter M. Wege
~ Wege Foundation
PO Box 6388
* Grand Rapids, MI 49516




